LATEST Still Not Sorry, But...

“ f 'ld m
evvmatl ad .Co
HOME ABORIGIMNAL AFFAIRS ENVIRONMENT AUSTRALIANW POLITICS WOREEERS RIGHTS MORE =

SHOFP MY ACCOUNT

An aerial view of the Marshall Islands, in the Pacific Ocean. (IMAGE: Christopher
Michel, Flickr).
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Australia’s Pacific Island neighbours already face poverty, and soon Ads

they'll be facing even worse. Thom Mitchell reports from Paris.

More than 70 per cent of households in the Pacific Islands of Tuvalu and Kiribati
to Australia’s north east say they're likely to migrate if the impacts of climate
change become any worse than they already are, according to research

presented in Paris at a global summit on climate change yesterday.

; : . . . . , MELFeuRMNE INDE PENDENT RADNO,
Climate change already exists as a key driver of migration in the region,

according to the study presented by the United Nations University's Dr Koko oo AR

Warner, which found it motivating 23 per cent of Kiribati's migration and eight

per cent of Tuvalu's.

In Nauru - an island nation Australia uses to arbitrarily and indefinitely detain
many of its asylum seekers - more than 40 per cent of households said they feel

migration would be their likely response if sea level rise or flooding worsened.

All three islands are extremely vulnerable to the climate change impacts like sea

level rise, saltwater intrusion, and storm surges, and the survey of more than

7,000 people across the three countries found that climate change was already
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affecting agriculture and fish stocks, and reclaiming or spoiling land.

Pacific Island leaders have been pushing the issue of climate-induced migration
in the opening days of the Paris talks, arguing for a more ambitious target than

the two degrees of average global warming the negotiations are aiming for.

Tuvalu, in the Pacific Ocean. (IMAGE: Tomoaki INABA, Flickr)

Tuvaluan Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga said the two degree target was about
“saving economies,” and that for Pacific Islanders their preferred target ofa 1.5

degree rise in temperatures is about “saving our people”.

According to the study most of the migration will be internal, presumably
because the majority of people in the countries surveyed live very close to the
coast. Assuming the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change emissions
scenario corresponds to around 2.3 degrees warming, migration would increase

by 100 per cent in Kiribati and 70 per cent in Tuvalu by 2055.

A source close to Pacific [slanders said the 1.5 degree target “is their sticking
point, but realistically theyre not going to get that". While they are also seeking
compensation for loss and damage that’s already been locked in, or which is
occurring now, the source said, there is concern that pushing too hard on that

front could jeopardise support for a 1.5 degree target.

“They need to be compensated for the loss and damage that's already occurred,
but theyre not going to trade away their future and allow their homes to be
destroyed by doing that,” they said. “They want a resource package to go back

home and say this is going to help us stay, build up the island, and survive.”

The President of Kiribati, Anote Tong, has repeated his calls for Australia to stop
approving new fossil fuel developments at the talks, arguing that to be serious
about cutting emissions you've got to be serious about not approving new coal

mines.

“They use the excuse of the poor. But we are the poor, and we are speaking on
our own behalf and we will be affected,” Tong said in November. Yesterday,
Australia’s Environment Minister Greg Hunt argued that the reason he approved
the massive Carmichael coal mine in Queensland is that, as a government
minister, he makes assessments of projects against the existing law, that
greenhouse gasses do not form part of that law, and that it would be “neo-

colonial” to make decisions about another countries’ “energy future”,
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Australian Minister for the Environment, Greg Hunt, speaking yesterday at the Faris
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“[ actually met with the Prime Minister of Tuvalu briefly last month and we were HECAA

discussing the early warning systems, and he was very, very thankful for ) o
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Australia’s role and contribution on that front,” Hunt said.
' By 1,000 Online Cuts

Adam Goodes And
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White Male Privilege

“And [I] met with the head of the Pacific Islands Forum today, and again there

was a great deal of support for Australia’s role...."

“On the issue of climate refugees, I think that's something as a country we

would deal with as and when it arises. Our general approach has been to work E Still Not Sorry. But...

very constructively firstly on mitigation and secondly on adaptation, to avoid

that problem arising,” he said.

“Our goal is to avoid that problem for the sake of the environment, but above all S‘I:;‘ Subscriber Sponsored

else for the millions of people in those countries, and so [ don't want to pre-
empt or to set out a position on something which would be country to country
in the future.”

EST 1971. STILL HEALING.
Greens Deputy Leader Larissa Waters is also at the Paris climate talks, and she
said it is “dishonest and deceptive for Minister Hunt to say he hopes there are
no climate refugees at the same time as he approves mega coal mines that he

knows full well drive dangerous global warming and threaten our Pacific Island

neighbours”. ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICE REDFERN

DONATIONS

“President Tong yesterday said that politicians have no compassion, only Thisadvartisament has bosn donated by an Ml subsatber

election eycles; and looking at the Turnbull Government's dangerous climate

policies it's hard not to agree,” she said.

While Dr Warner said she “can’'t make a comment specifically on Australia’s
refugee processing system, drawing from the experience we have in Europe
right now it's clear that we are not prepared”.

ONLY ONE GROUP

“These institutional frameworks from the last century are not adequate to R E M Al N S ED M M ITT E D
address the needs of people today...Solutions need to be found and adjustments

need to be made to current policies,” she said.
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President of Kirabati, Anote Tong.

Phil Glendenning is the Director of the Pacific-focused Edmund Rice Centre and
the Refugee Council of Australia, and he said a two degree rise in temperatures

would be devastating for Tuvalu and Kiribati.

“Where will these people go? And more importantly, if there was some sort of
arrangement where they had some sort of certainty of their future, that would
give them a choice and ease the burden they feel at the moment, where they

feel it’s all inevitable,” he said.

“[ think Australia could play a creative role to become part of the solution rather
than a fence or a barrier, but having said that most people want to stay in their
homes,” he said. “If they do choose to move, though, Australia should make it

easier rather than harder.”

Glendenning said it would be good to see “some sort of freedom of association
that would be different but similar to the arrangements that New Zealand has
with the Cook Islands and Niue; different but similar to what the Marshall
Islands have with the United States”.

“Kiribati and Tuvalu do not have that access,” he said, “and yet both of those
countries use Australian currency, and look to Australia as their largest

neighbour”.

“Why not have a look at that, because if we look at it Tuvalu has a population the
size of Lithgow (to Sydney's north west) and Kiribati is the same size as
Toowoomba (in Queensland’s Darling Downs).”

The study found that while the majority of respondents would prefer to migrate
if climate impacts worsen, the average monthly per capita income is just US$12
across the three countries studied, and only a quarter of the population felt
their households will have the financial means to relocate.

WE'RE ABLE TO BRING YOU INDEPENDENT
NEWS FROM #COP21 THANKS TO THE HEAVY
LIFTING OF A SMALL GROUP OF NM BACKERS.

PLEASE CONSIDER PITCHING IN.
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Thom Mitchell

Thom Mitchell is New Matilda's environment and industrial

relations reporter.
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| am Samoan and it annoys me when people throw around the term "poverty”
as if they know what they are talking about. Try and have a bit more of a
sophisticated and nuanced approach please and not fall within a colonial
mind-set of describing alternative ways of life as impoverished.

Like - Reply - &5 2 - Dec 4, 2015 12:52am

Roy Hives

Greg Hunt. "There is no existing law about greenhouse gasses, so | am not
allowed to consider global warming."? You're not exactly a mover and
shaker, are you, Greg? Some people will do anything for money.

Like - Reply - Dec 3, 2015 6:06pm

| Gideon Maxwell Polya - University of Tasmania

FPro-coal, pro-gas, anti-science, anti-environment Hunt and the “lipstick-on-
pig” Turnbull-led COALition are committed to a derisory cut in Australia's
Domestic GHG pollution (a world leader on a per capita basis) and unlimited
coal gas and iron ore exports that would see Australia exceed by a factor of
three (3) the whole world's Terminal Carbon Pollution Budget that must not
be exceeded if we are to have a 73% chance of avoiding a catastrophic 2C
temperature rise (see Gideon Polya, "Australia 's Huge Coal, Gas & lron Ore
Exports Threaten Planet”, Countercurrents, 15 May 2012: ... See More
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‘u | have a really good recommendation of a website | just found called Traders
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recommend these guys because there course material is top-notch and their
support is the best I've ever seen on the Internet. These guys take seriously
teaching people how to trade and I'm very happy to recommend them to
anyone interested in learning to trade for themselves, it really is a very
lucrative business.
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